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APPEAL TO RELEASE GOPAL SIWAKOTI ‘CHINTAN’ AND OTHER
POLITICAL DETAINEES

According to reliable information Mr. Gopal Siwakoti ‘Chintan’, a prominent human
rights defender, Executive Director of the Water and Energy Users’ Federation Nepal
(WAFED), International Convenor of the NGO Forum on ADB, along with dozens of
other persons are being kept in detention by Nepalese authorities since they were arrested
by police on the 2" February 2006 from a public meeting in Baneshwor, Nepal.

Based on reliable information, we believe the detainees are being kept in one room at the
temporary detention centre, which has no toilet facilities or water. We believe that no
formal charges have been filed against Mr. Siwakoti ‘Chintan’ and the other detainees.
However, the Police have served a three month detention order to the detainees, which,
we have been informed, the detainees have refused to accept.

NGO Forum on ADB, a network of Civil Society Organisations which engage in
monitoring the activities of the Asian Development Bank based in Manila, Philippines,
Asian Women Human Rights Council, Jubilee South and JS-Asia Pacific Movement on
Debt and Development are deeply concerned about the continued health and safety of Mr.
Siwakoti ‘Chintan” and others detained with him. Among other things, we are concerned
with the manner of detention without any basic health and sanitation amenities, which is
a violation of international civil and political rights.

We are also deeply concerned that Mr. Siwakoti ‘Chintan” and others along with him are
being detained with no evidence of having committed any crime or misdemeanour or any



breach of public peace. Nor have any formal and definitive charges been served against
the detainees. Mr. Siwakoti 'Chintan's’ detention will severely hinder his professional
activities that he is obliged to discharge in his various roles in his organisation WAFED
and as the International Convenor of the NGO Forum on ADB.

We, therefore, strongly urge that:

The persons detained, including Mr. Gopal Siwakoti ‘Chintan’ and many other human
rights defenders, journalists, peace workers, party activists and ordinary citizens be
immediately and unconditionally released without any harm to enable them to continue
their work unhindered.

Yours truly,

Ok~ wdNPE
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Hemantha Withanage, Executive Director, NGO Forum on ADB, Philippines
Manish Bapna, Bank Information Center, USA.

Lidy Nacpil, International Coordinator, Jubileesouth

Bruce Rich, Environmental Defense, Washington DC, USA

Professor John E. Bonine, School of Law, University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon
97403 USA

Meena Poudel, Sociology and Social Policy, University of Newcastle upon Tyne
Newcastle upon Tyne,NE1 7RU

Ulrike Bay, Asienhaus, Germany

Jiro Adachi, Japan Center for a Sustainable Environment and Society (JACSES)
Zafar Lund Hirrak Development Center Pakistan

Andrew Preston FIVAS Foreningen for Internasjonale Vannstudier.Association
for International Water Studies Oslo, Norway

Gururaja Budhya, Urban Research Centre, India

Roy Laifungbum, CORE Manipur, India

Shalmali Guttal, Focus on the Global South, India

Marnix Becking, Both ENDS; Member International Committee of the NGO
Forum on the ADB Nieuwe Keizersgracht 45, 1018VC Amsterdam, The
Netherlands

Ruth Pune, CELCORE, Member International Committee of the NGO Forum on
the ADB, Papua New Guinea.

Himanshu Thakkar, South Asia Network on Dams, Rivers & People, Delhi, India
Mohammad Zakaria, Action aid

Mushtag Gaadi, Pakistan

Ashraf-ul-Alam Tutu, Coastal Development Partnership, Khulna, Bangladesh
Sanjaii Prof Sanjai Bhatt, Department of Social work, Delhi University Pairvi,
Delhi, Member International Committee of the NGO Forum on the ADB India
Dr. Lars-Olof Persson, Sweden

Noriko Shimizu, Friends of the Earth Japan

Philip Gain, Society for Environment and Human Development (SEHD)
Bangaldesh

Bamang Anthony, ACR, Manipur, India.
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Kevin Li, Hong Kong

Suranjan Kodithuwakku, Sri Lanka Greemn Movement, Sri Lanka

Ravindranath Dabare, Centre for Environmental Justice, Sri Lanka

Dilena Pathragoda, Sri Lankan Working Group on trade and IFls, Sri Lanka.
Natalia Abloa, Bureau of Human Rights and Rule of Law; International
Committee of the NGO Forum on the ADB Kyrgyz Republic

Ana Maria Nemenzo, Freedome from Debt Coalition, International Committee of
the NGO Forum on the ADB, Philippines

Arimbi Hereoputri, Debtwatch, International Committee of the NGO Forum on
the ADB Indonesia.

Charm Tong, Shan Women's Action Network (SWAN)

Lasse Bohlin, 59740 Atvidaberg, Sweden

Gunnela Hahn, Folksam KPA Asset Management Ostgitagatan 90SE- 106 60
Stockholm, Sweden

Nina Ljungquist, M Sc, International coordinator, Coalition Clean Baltic
Longgena Ginting, Friends of the Earth International, The Netherlands

Neil Tangri Center for Economic Justice, USA

Katrin Hammarlund Administrator,CCB,International Secretariat
Ostra Agatan 53 SE-753 22 UPPSALA SWEDEN

Athena Peralta, WCC Women and Globalization, Philippines

Tom Griffiths, Forest Peoples Programme, UK

Vinod Raina, All India People's Science Network, India

Binota Moy Dhamai, Assistant General Secretary, Bangladesh Adivasi Forum,
Bangladesh

Udvason Chakma, Secretary of International Affairs,CHT Hill Students Council
(PCP) , Bangladesh

Rep. Rene Magtubo, Member, Philippine Congress

Wilfred dcosta, General Secretary, Indian Social Action Forum (INSAF)

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 1980 (Argentina)

Nora Cortifias, Mothers of the May Square-Founders' Line (Argentina)

Beverly Keene, Coordinator, Jubilee South / Americas

Michelle Chan-Fishel, Friends of the Earth USA

Mikael Karlsson; president, Swedish Society for Nature Conservation

Svante Axelsson; secretary general, Swedish Society for Nature Conservation
Goran EKk; international secretary, Swedish Society for Nature Conservation

Njoki Njoroge Njehu, Daughters of Mumbi Global Resource Center - Nairobi,
Kenya

Soren Ambrose, Solidarity Africa Network - Nairobi, Kenya

Lee Tan (Ms), Asia-Pacific Program Coordinator, Australian Conservation
Foundation , Australia

Eduardo C.  Tadem, Associate  Professor of  Asian  Studies
University of the Philippines

Bobet Corral, PSIRU, Philippines

Asim Nawaz Khan, Chairman, Umeedenao Citizen Community Board
Rawalpindi, Pakistan

Yu Yin from Asia Regional HIV/AIDS Project

Jocelyn Villanueva, LRC-KSK/FOE-Philippines
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William Gois - Migrant Forum Asia

Benjamin A. Castello, Chairperson, The Coalition Jubilee 2000 Angola - "LiJuA"
Danielle Mahones, Center for Third World Organizing, USA

Julianna MalerbaProjeto Brasil Sustentavel e Democratico/FASE, Rede Brasileira
de Justica Ambiental, Rua das Palmeiras 90, Botafogo Rio de Janeiro, RJ,

Francis Calpotura, Transnational Institute for Grassroots Research and Action
(TIGRA),USA

Jean Mpélé, CADTM (Congo-B)

Aurora Donoso, ACCION ECOLOGICA, ECUADOR

Dennis Brutus, Professor Emeritus University of Pittsburgh, USA, Patron Jubile
South Africa Johannesburg, South Africa

Victor Nzuzi, NAD/GRAPR COALITION DETTE RDC

Derek MacCuish, Social Justice Committee, Canada

Deus M.Kibamba, Senior Programme Officer - Policy Analysis,
Coalition Building and Networking, Tanzania Gender Networking Programme
(TGNP) Gender Resource Centre, Mabibo Road Tanzania

Demba Moussa Dembele, African Forum on Alternatives Dakar (Senegal)
Mohiuddin  Ahmad, Chair, Asia Pacific Movement on Debt and
Development(APMDD)

Rae Julian Executive Director NZ Council for International Development
Kaunihera mo te Whakapakari Ao Whanui, Wellington, New Zealand

Souparna Lahiri, Coordinator, Peoples’ Forum against ADB, India

Kim Hye-Jeong, Secretary General Korean Federation for Environmental
Movement-FoE Korea

Junko Okura, Enri Mac Aodha, Jubilee Kyushu on World Debt and Poverty,
Japan

Almah Tararia, Policy Manager, The PNG Eco-forestry Forum Inc. BOROKO,
NCD,PNG

Lala p Cantillo, NGO Forum on ADB, Philippines

Devasish Roy Hill Tracts NGO Forum, Bangladesh

Zakir Kibria, BanglaPraxis, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Jeff Smith, Director, Environmental Defender's Officer, Sydney, Australia

Pepe Clarke, Programs Manager, Environmental Defender's Officer, Sydney,
Australia

lan Ratcliff, Solicitor, Environmental Defender's Officer, Sydney, Australia
Zulfigar Halepoto, Hyderabad, Sindh, Pakistan

Carol Ransley, Earthrights International, Southeast Asia

Tetet Nera-Lauron, International Department, IBON Foundation, Inc.

Theivanai Amirthalingam, Malaysia

Claude Quémar, CADTM, France

Ulrika Akesson, Programme Officer for Water and Environment

Arturo Nuera, NGO Forum on ADB, Philippines

Ravi Rebbapragada, Samata,, Hyderabad. India

Stephanie Fried, Senior Scientist, Environmental Defense,Hawai’i

Maricel Tolentino, ANGOC, Philippines

Victoria Phillips, Lawyer, London UK
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MIYAZATO Gosamaru, Association of Indigenous Peoples in the Ryukyus
(AIPR)

ARAKAKI Makoto, An Assistant Professor, Okinawa Christian University
OSHIRO Shoko, Association of Indigenous Peoples in the Ryukyus (AIPR)
OMINE Nariko, Association of Indigenous Peoples in the Ryukyus (AIPR)
UZAWA Kanako

Paul Sein Twa, Environmental activist, Burma

Victoria Tauli Corpuz, Tebtebba (Indigenous Peoples' International Centre for
Policy Research and Education) and the Asian Indigenous Women's Network
Agnes Khoo, Executive Director of ARENA, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Knud Voecking, urgewald (Germany)

Jennifer Gleason, Environmental lawyer, U.S.

Emilly Yozel, Environmental Lawyer, Costa Rica

Dr. Hossain Shahriar, ESDO, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Shiney Varghese, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, Minneapolis,

Aly Ercelan, CREED ALLIANCE Karachi Pakistan

Camille Chalmers - PAPDA Haiti

OUBANDOMA Salissou, RNDD NIGER

Afshan Subohi, Journalist Pakistan

David Batker Director, Earth Economics, Seattle

Elizabeth Angsioco, National Chairperson, Democratic Socialist Women of the
Philippines (DSWP)

Asia Japan Women’s Resource Centre (AJWRC), Japan

Nepal Peace Net (NPN), Japan

Ram Charitra Sah, Scientist, Nepal

S. Parasuraman, Director, TATA Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India
Rogate R. Mshana- World Council of Churches.

Alex Wilks, Coordinator, European Network on Debt and Development
(EURODAD)

Elizabeth Angsioco, National Chairperson, DSWP, Philippines

Rev. Angel F. Furlan, Coordinador, Programa de Incidencia sobre Deuda Externa
Ilegitima, en América Latina - Federacion Luterana Mundial

Arze Glipo, Convenor, Asia-Pacific Network for Food Sovereignty, Quezon City
Philippines

Mouafo Florent Noel, Centre for Promotion of Economic and Social Alternatives,
Cameroon

Blanca Cecilia Gomez, Presidenta, Mesa Mujeres, y Economia — Colombia

lan Suruelo, FDC llo llo.

Brahima Ouedraogo, Journalist, Burnina Paso.
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