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PREFACE

Dams are among the oldest landmarks symbolizing human’s triumph over
nature. Dams display how human beings can subjugate and tame rapid
and furious rivers. Dams are considered engineering marvels—block and

impound water stream to irrigate arid lands for agriculture, supply population’s
drinking needs and generate electricity for industries. But, dams destroy riverine
ecosystems, alter hydrological cycles and physically and economically displace
people. Hence, the quest for alternatives to dams continues to be a contentious
issue.

This guidebook shall serve as a shuttle to readers from basic understanding
about dams, its different purposes, its contribution to development, its impacts
to the environment and people.

Three cases of ADB-funded dams are presented to best illustrate and
describe these impacts. However, the heart of this guidebook are the World
Commission on Dams (WCD) findings and its recommended decision-making
framework for future dam-building as an alternative to “balance-sheet”
approach to dam-building.  Equally important is the ADB’s role in dam-building
and the Bank’s response to WCD’s recommended framework.

To complete the journey, the later part of this guidebook enumerates
options and alternatives from dams.

      Arturo Nuera
         Research and Publications Officer

NGO Forum on ADB





Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first prime minister, called large dams the “temples
of modem India”.Angana Chatterji says  “Dams are not the temples of India.
They are her burial grounds.”   According to the World Dam Commission

these large dams uprooted 40-80 million people, while 60% of the world’s rivers
have been affected by dams and diversions.

Large dams emerged as one of the most significant and visible tools for
the management of water resources. The more than 45,000 large dams around
the world have played an important role in helping communities and economies.
However, World Dam Commission found that, while the benefits, which include
food security, local employment and skills development, rural electrification and
the expansion of physical and social infrastructure such as roads and schools,
are believed sufficient to justify the enormous investments made (total investment
in large dams worldwide is estimated at more than $2 trillion), the debate over
the displacement of people, damage to environment and the question of its
long-term success is highly significant.

Asia has the most number of large dams (31,340) and World Bank is the
major player in the dam business in Asia. However, ADB, being the regional
financing institution in the Asian region, also made a very significant role in the
dam-building industry. Since 1970, ADB has approved a total of 86 water-sector
loans with dam components that include 29 large dams with 4,386 USD million
investments. However, ADB’s decision-making process is unacceptable to the
local communities.

As a response to a letter of the WCD Chairperson, ADB President Mr. Tadao
Chino said that “ADB will re-examine its own procedures, including our
environment and social development policies, and determine the extent to
which the report’s recommendations may necessitate changed on these
procedures.”  However, ADB resumed its  dam business in 2005 by approving the
US$ 120-million loan to the controversial Nam Theun Dam project in Laos after
changing its water policy.

In this context, NGO FORUM on ADB saw the need to revisit the history of
dam building in Asia and the involvement of the ADB, thus, this guidebook.
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We hope this guidebook will assist ADB and the member-governments to
reconsider their involvement in the dam business, and think of alternative
sustainable ways to achieve the targets. Also, we hope this guidebook will assist
the anti-dam activists, community groups and the civil society involved in the
monitoring of ADB-funded dam-building projects to prevent social and
environmental destructions caused by dam-building.

Finally, I thank Mr. Arturo Nuera, the author of this guidebook for all the
hardwork.

Hemantha Withanage
    Executive Director
   NGO Forum on ADB


