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MISSION 
๏ To stimulate public awareness and action as well as develop closer working ties 

with Peoples’ Organizations (POs), Non-Governmental 

๏ Organizations (NGOs) and other public interest groups on issues related to the 
Asian Development Bank 

๏ To develop a cohesive framework and overall strategy in coordination with 
partner NGOs, Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) and Peoples 
Organizations (POs) for the campaign on the ADB 

๏ To sharpen public debate on and understanding of  the Bank’s growth-oriented 
development paradigm and top-down development strategies 

๏ To influence the Bank to adopt poverty reduction-focused and grassroots-based 
policies for sustainable development 

๏ To critique the development models adopted by the Bank 

๏ To assist and build capacities of  Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) and 
movements (including local communities) through Forum networks to fight for 

equitable social and environmental justice, democratic governance, and 
safeguards in Bank’s projects 

VISION 
๏ Democratic governance and equitable social, gender and environmental justice 

enjoyed/flourishing through Asia and the Pacific region 

๏ Enhance the capacities of  Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and movements in 

the Asia Pacific to amplify their struggles against ADB policies, projects, and 
programs that threaten people’s lives, the environment, and their communities 

GOAL 
๏ To make the ADB  responsible and accountable for the impacts of  its projects 

and policies.
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WORDS FROM THE IC CONVENER 
This year has been a tumultuous year in the global geopolitics with changes in several 
countries portending further restraint and constraints to local and global civil society 
movements. This makes the role of  the Forum much more critical to enable voices of  the 

weak from the ground levels to reach the highest echelons of  political and economic 
decision making. 

The year also saw the release of  the IPCC report on implications of  going beyond a 1.5 
degree warming which portends severe impacts to a large cross-section of  people 
particularly the global poor. This makes the work of  the Forum in pushing for 
decarbonising the banks and nations extremely relevant and crucial. Some of  the efforts 

over the year have been successful raising these concerns at various national and 
international forums and has made decision makers to engage civil society organisations 
more explicitly in their policy formulation. 

The efforts to the support grassroots groups to articulate their concerns and seek remedial 
action from Banks have brought about the importance of  linking local to global and has 

helped local groups to enhance their capacity for evidence gathering and reporting 
violations in policy. These efforts have also demonstrated the need for strengthening and 
expanding these activities in a more systemic manner in the forthcoming years. 

Forum’s further foray into issues of  gender and social protection in the year is an 
important and welcome development which needs to be fostered given the rising concerns. 

I would like to congratulate the Secretariat for their untiring efforts in following the 
development and implementation of  the policies of  the MDBs and informing the 
membership of  the implications. I would like to thank all members of  the forum for their 

diverse efforts in enabling communities to ensure that their rights are respected. I deeply 
value the continued support of  the former IC members and the active contribution of  co-
members in strengthening the efforts of  the Forum. 

Sreedhar Ramamurthi 
India 
International Convener 
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2018’s engagement with the ADB and AIIB can be described as fervent and 

consistent, carrying the momentum from the ADB 50 years of  operation in Asia 

and the 2nd AIIB Annual Meeting in Jeju Island, South Korea. 

This year was also filled with significant and meaningful meetings with ADB and 
AIIB’s ED, AED’s, and other concern management personnel.  With lobbying 

comes position papers, statements, and letters concerning project monitoring, 

public communication policy, safeguards, accountability mechanism, etc. 

The Forum membership was also revitalised due to several consultation 
engagements in different regions, particularly in Central Asia, Southeast Asia, and 

South Asia. 

Forum annual meeting
Prior to the ADB Annual Governors Meeting, the Forum Annual Meeting (FAM) took place in 
Mandaluyong, Philippines.  For 2018 FAM’s objectives are - 

• Evaluate the Forum’s mandate 
• Elect new set of  International Committee (IC) for 2018 - 2020 
• Introduce new set of  IC members to the Forum membership 

In addition, this years FAM emphasised the need to reflect on the network’s use of  resources, 
distribution capacity of  skills, and implementation of  various campaigns and programs in the 
context of  what is happening in the region.  

The first day was about levelling of  expectations, reporting on the works done by the network on 
ADB and AIIB followed by buzz sessions and presentations. 

The second day was presentations about Trends in Mega Infrastructure and Chinese Infrastructure 
Investment.  The session ended with a reflection and Forum’s mandate evaluation.



Strategy Meeting on Energy
The Strategy Meeting on Coal and Energy: 

Session on Engaging the Multilateral 

Development Banks (Focus on ADB and 

AIIB) took place in Philippines, Bangladesh 

and Kyrgyzstan with the following objectives: 

• To support and strengthen coordination, 

cooperation and collaboration on climate 

and energy campaign.  

• To identify common advocacy strategies 

and weaving through the policy discourse 

into IFI project implementation.  

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK’S  
ANNUAL GOVERNORS MEETING
The ADB 51st Annual Governors Meeting (AGM) 
took place in Manila, Philippines, the Forum 
network was able to organise/convene 3 panels - 

1. Shrinking Democratic Space in Asia and the 
Challenge of  Ensuring Environmental and 
Social Safeguards in Large-Scale Infrastructure 

2. ADB Discusses Private Sector Operations in 
the Energy Sector with Civil Society 

3. Decent Work to Link People and Economies 
toward Sustainable, Inclusive and Resilient 
Asia and the Pacific 

There was also the dialogue with Bank President 

Takehiko Nakao where the Forum made mention 
of  different projects that are harming the 
environment as well as the communities in different 

parts of  the world. 

While the AGM is happening inside the ADB 
Headquarters, an outside activity is being conducted 

by the network members carrying the battle cry 
“ADB BAD”.

• To map out a broad schematic of  joint 

initiatives and plans for 2018 and beyond. 

Also, it took a closer look on ADB’s lending 

portfolio revealing that it has been a major 

player in financing coal – fired power plant 

globally.  

According to the World Resources Institute on 

Global Coal Risk Assessment from 1994 – 

2009, ADB is the third largest public 

international financier of  coal – fired power 
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plants, investing US$ 3.9 billion in twenty – 

one (21) projects.   

As ADB is redrafting its Strategy 2030 

roadmap there remains to be a clear language 

on how ADB will support Paris Accord and 

the Sustainable Development Goals. Equally 

missing is the lack of  any performance 

indicators or transition plan to phase out 

energy investments from fossil fuel to 

renewable energy sources.  

In the case of  the Asian Infrastructure 

Investment Bank (AIIB), its President pointed 

out the role of  the new bank in the 

implementation of  the Paris Agreement and 

the remarkable absence of  coal projects in 

AIIB’s pipeline. However a closer scrutiny of  

its Energy Sector Strategy (ESS) still identifies 

that “carbon efficient oil and coal – fired power 

plants would be considered if  they replace 

existing less efficient capacity or are essential 

to the reliability and integrity of  the system; or 

no viable or affordable alternative exists in 

specific cases.” This is similar to the World 

Bank’s energy strategy of  including instances 

where financing for coal is still deemed 

acceptable.  

Face to Face Consultation on AIIB’s Policy on 
Public Information (PPI) and 
Project-affected Peoples’ Mechanism (PPM)
NGO Forum on ADB was able to conduct the 

“Face to Face Consultation on AIIB’s Policy 

on Public Information (PPI) and Project-

affected Peoples’ Mechanism (PPM)” in three 

regions, Southeast Asia, which took place in 

Manila, Philippines, South Asia, in Dhaka, 

Bangladesh, Central Asia & Caucasus, in 

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 

The objectives of  the activity was to - 

• Come to an understanding on the PPI and 

PPM Policies and their implementation; 

• Level off  on Key Concerns/Risks and 

Identify Key Demands on PIP and PPM 

for input; 

• Come up with the agreed process in 

relaying these key concerns  

The meeting also gave way to the following -  

1. Raising key points, concerns and risks, and 

demands on PPI and PPM for inclusion 

into both draft policies in the context of  

Southeast Asia and the Mekong; 

2. Hearing from the representatives the 

nuances of  these policies; what make them 

different; how will these be effective in 

addressing concerns from communities; 

3. Clarifying on these key concerns, processes 

and implementation/guidelines; and 

4. Coming to agreements and the next steps 

of  actions. 
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Southeast Asia

South Asia

Central Asia & caucasus

4



People’s Conference on Challenging 
Infrastructure Finance

During the 3rd AIIB Annual Meeting, NGO 

Forum hosted a series of  activities which 

included various workshops, dialogue spaces, 

and social media campaigns surrounding the 

Mumbai events. 

A five parallel panel sessions was organised 

with an overall objective of  discussing key 

issues surrounding AIIB and corresponding 

environmental and social justice demands of  

affected communities.  

The Forum intends to nurture discussions and 

inputs which are regional in nature 

emphasizing stories, cases, and perspectives 

being shared by civil society groups from Asia 

especially South East Asia, Mekong, and 

South Asian countries. The sessions are -  

1. Energy Access and Role of  IFIs 

2. Deconstructing the Project Affected 

Peoples Mechanism (PPM): A question of  

compliance and non-compliance to AIIB 

standards 

3. Projects, Co-financing, and Role of  

Financial Intermediaries 

4. IFI Investments and Linear Projects and 

Disclosure Policy 

5. Shrinking Democratic Space and Counter 

Movements to Create an Enabling 

Environment
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Building a regional platform of  
grassroots - led gender advocacy groups 
targeted on the social and environmental 
accountability of ADB and AIIB
Also during the week of  the AIIB Annual 

meeting, NGO Foum on ADB organised the 

“Building a regional platform of  grassroots - 

led gender advocacy groups targeted on the 

social and environmental accountability of  

ADB and AIIB” which aims to establish a 

regional platform of   groups under the NGO 

Forum on ADB banner to take on the 

campaign for gender justice against ADB and 

AIIB. 

This dialogue saw how development financing 

have led to policies that contributed to unequal 

distribution of  unpaid care work, poor access 

to health care services, and natural resources 

and persistent gender discrimination in the 

labor market. 

The desired outcome of  this gathering is to 

build a regional platform of  gender advocacy 

groups under the NGO Forum on ADB 

banner.  

The regional platform is expected to be the 

base from which a broader policy advocacy 

campaign can be initiated on both ADB and 

AIIB. IFIs like these two banks should be 

accountable on their policies and development 

financing that impact gender justice and respect 

women’s rights across Asia. 
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Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)  
Annual meeting

This year the 3rd Asian Infrastructure 

Investment Bank (AIIB) Annual Meeting took 
place in Mumbai, India from June 25 to 26, 

2018.  

NGO Forum on ADB along with partner 

CSO’s was able to meet with top management 
of  the bank and discuss the following projects - 

1. Bhola Integrated Power Plant (Bhola IPP)  

in Bangladesh 
2. Amaravati Sustainable Development 

Project in India 
3. Tarbela 5 Hydropower Extension Project 

in Pakistan 

4. Myingyan Power Plant Project in 
Myanmar 

5. Beijing Air Quality Improvement and Coal 

Replacement Project in China 

6. Regional Infrastructure Development 
Fund in Indonesia 

7. National Slum Upgrading Project in 
Indonesia 

8. Proposed 280 MW Nenskra Hydropower 

Plant Nenskra in Georgia 

Despite NGO Forum on ADB’s long term 
engagement with the AIIB this is the first time 

to have a high – level meetings with the 

management and project team. The AIIB 
showed concern on reputational risks 

particularly when the CSO’s go public in some 
issues. 
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Regarding the Nenskra Hydropower Project, the non – compliance at the ADB have resulted to 

postponement of  the project at AIIB. It is worthwhile to find the clients of  the bank on – site at the 

AGM. 

It is also worth noting that the CSO’s are successful in initiating public comments but not 
meaningful consultation process yet with the bank. In addition, the Environmental and Social 
Framework (ESF) implementation still shows gaps in terms of  the Bank’s commitment to protect 
women and vulnerable groups.  
Lastly, the Policy on Public Information (PPI) and Project – Affected Peoples Mechanism (PPM) 

are not yet approved. If  it were not for CSOs’ criticisms, the Board would have approved it. The 

Bank is playing the game of  attrition. They might allow for slight improvement and for INGOs to 

represent but it is still not significant. 

United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC)

The Forum also attended the Bangkok Climate 

Change Conference.  The United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) is a conference which aims to 

keep a global average temperature rise this 

century well below 2 degrees Celsius and to 

drive efforts to limit the temperature increase 

even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-

industrial levels.  

The UNFCCC is also the parent treaty of  the 

1997 Kyoto Protocol. The ultimate objective of  

all agreements under the UNFCCC is to 

stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the 

atmosphere at a level that will prevent 

dangerous human interference with the climate 

system, in a time frame which allows 

ecosystems to adapt naturally and enables 

sustainable development. 
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ASIA-EUROPE PEOPLE’s FORUM (AEPF 2018)
During the first week of  October, the Forum 

attended the Asia-Europe People’s Forum 

(AEPF) in Ghent, Belgium.  The AEPF is a 
biennial People's Forum since 1996 when it 

began as a parallel initiative to the first ASEM 
Summit held in Bangkok.  

It was established as a platform and Forum to 
amplify people's voices on the need to respect 

and fulfil social, economic and human rights 
for all across Asia and Europe, and to highlight 

the importance of  developing just, equal and 

inclusive approaches to regional integrations. 
For over twenty years, the People's Forum has 

consistently worked for meaningful civil 
society, Trade Union and peoples' movements’ 

participation in the discussions and processes 

of  ASEM and its member's countries.  

The 12th ASEM-summit, the Heads of  State 
and Government meeting will be held in 

Belgium, on October 18 and 19, 2018. 

Following the positive practice since 1996, the 
AEPF will organize a parallel interregional 

civil society meeting from September 29 till 
October 1, 2018. 

This years aim is to understand and learn from 
struggles and resistance over the past two 

decades in Asia and Europe that have 
confronted and challenged neoliberalism, 

corporate-led globalization and global 

capitalism in its various phases and to make a 
direct link with the public and citizens’ 

initiatives in Ghent. The discussions and 
exchanges will result in an AEPF-Statement to 

be presented by AEPF-representatives at the 

beginning of  the 2018 ASEM-summit. 
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Energy strategy meeting
The Energy Strategy Meeting took place in 
Bali, Indonesia with the national objective of  
focusing on a national strategy leading into a 
regional strategic target in Decarbonizing ADB 
and AIIB. The primary goal is to ensure energy 
needs for all in line with meeting the Paris 
Agreement.  

NGO Forum on ADB’s aim is to identify what 
the membership wants in broad terms and also 
identify key national energy planning processes 
at key countries where civil society can engage 
and bring just transition and sustainable energy 
alternatives into the forefront of  the national 
energy debate.  

The top 3 key issues that came  out from the 2  
– day strategy are the following: 

• Significant milestones achieved on coal-
related campaigns.  Accordingly, Asia is 
facing pressure as 9 out of  10 new coal-
fired power plants are in the region. In 
addition, Asia is also said to be a hotbed 
for energy transition globally. Nonetheless 
from, 2017 – 2018 up to the lead up to the 
2019 Conference of  Parties (COP) in 
Bonn, Germany there are significant 
milestones that were collectively achieved 
by CSOs, peoples’ movements and 
communities fighting against coal. These 
include a) launching of  the Powering Past 
Coal Alliance; b) reassertion of  the 
Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF); c) 
Norwegian pension funds diversion; d) 
global companies moving to renewables; e) 
as well as filing of  energy and climate 
change-related complaints to International 
Accountability Mechanisms, etc. to name a 
few. While the success of  these campaigns 
and movements remain to be at different 
stages, these developments should be used 
as leverage in tackling ADB and AIIB.  

• While there are big wins on stopping coal, 
there remains to a number of  outstanding 
challenges to essentially achieve the just 
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transition to RE. Multilateral development 
banks (MDBs) seem to be moving their 
respective portfolios to increased natural 
gas power plants while the focus of  
campaigns are still on coal. Liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) projects are seen to be 
“environment – friendly” as compared to 
coal – fired power plants. Construction of  
coal plants, which will later on be replaced 
by LNG, is seen as the trend nowadays. 

• Strengthening the case for renewable 
energy.  In addition to the shifting of  
portfolios of  MDBs to LNG, the other 
common narrative that these banks are 
promoting is their respective “climate – 
smart policies, technologies and increasing 
of  RE portfolios.” However upon closer 
inspection this narrative can be easily 
re futed as there are hydropower, 
geothermal and solar farm projects which 
pose risks to the environmental integrity of  
these projects as well as potential land 
grabbing and displacement issues. The 
conversation on REs is essentially not a 
divide between what is a good or bad type 
of  renewable. However it rests on the 
outcome of  these projects and on the 
peoples’ perspectives – how will local 
communities suffer or benefit the said 
project. 



Paper presentation on Private Capital  
and FI's Energy Study Concept

This activity was co-organized with Freedom 

from Debt Coalition with the aim to introduce 

the concept of  People’s Economy to the public 

as well as present the result of  the research 

paper “Private Capital and FI's Energy Study 

Concept”. 

The event aims to challenge and push back the 

e c o n o m i c p o l i c i e s o f  t h e D u t e r t e 

administration that lead to more onerous debt, 

regressive taxation, anti-people fiscal policies, 

including trade and investment ambitions, that 

are based generally on continuing the 

neoliberal paradigm, and the advancement of  

the people’s alternative agenda to address the 

perennial problems of  poverty and inequality.  

The event took place at the PUP Hasmin 

Hostel last November 22, 2018.
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RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS
This year NGO Forum on ADB was able to produce the following publication -

The research “Assessment of  the ADB’s 

Energy Policy in the Context of  the Paris 

Agreement” is a desk-based analysis of  the 

ADB’s 2009 Energy Policy was commissioned 

by the NGO Forum on the ADB. It is 

undertaken by applying international norms 

agreed upon by both borrowing and non-

regional member countries of  the ADB to 

provide minimal benchmarks that should not 

be undermined by the financing provided by 

the Bank, regardless of  whether it is for the 

public or private sector.  The research was 

conducted and written by Tanya Lee.

The “Gender Impact Research of  the Kolkata 

Environmental Improvement Project in India” 

written by Ayantika Das and Vidya Dinker 

talks about significant changes in the pattern of  

urban growth in India, with emphasis on the 

Kolkata Environmental Improvement Project 

funded by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

in order to change the conditions of  

environmental degradation which has been 

happening over many years in major cities. 
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The research “Assessment of  the Impacts of  
the ADB funded railway project on the 

resettled community of  Trapeang Chanh” 

written by Luis Scungio focuses on the 
situation lived by project affected women of  

the ADB financed railway project in 
Cambodia.

"Advocacy for the People’s Tribunal on the 

ADB’s Gender Impacts on Project Affected 
Community” is a research that gathered 

evidence for the People's Tribunal to challenge 

the privilege of  immunity of  the Asian 
Deve lopment Bank (ADB) tha t wi l l 

consequently have impacts in the development 
of  legal discussions on accountabilities of  

other multilateral development banks (MDBs).
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“Voices from the Ground: Bhola IPP and its 

Impact on Local Communities, A Civil Society 

Study Report” written by Hasan Mehedi, 

Sajjad Hossain Tuhin and Mahbub Alam 

Prince is a research that investigated and assess 

ed environmental and social impacts of  the 

Bhola Integrated Power Plant (Bhola-II) 

project implemented by Nutan Bidyut 

Bangladesh Limited (NBBL) and financed by 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 

and Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) in 

Burhanuddin Upazila, Bhola District, 

Bangladesh.

Bankwatch October Issue Bankwatch December Issue
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POST SCRIPT 
It is another busy year for the Forum with new campaigns and major gains in our advocacy 
on ADB and the AIIB. Firstly, I want to thank each and everybody in the Forum family for 
all the hard work and professionalism you have demonstrated throughout the various 
activities we have accomplished together this 2018.  

Once again, the Forum members proved their diversity and talent in contributing to the 
consultation on AIIB’s Policy on Public Information (PPI) and Project-Affected Peoples’ 
Mechanism (PPM). 

Also, just like the previous years, we have made our presence felt during the ADB 51st 
Annual Governor’s Meeting (AGM) in Manila, Philippines and the 3rd AIIB Annual 
Meeting in Mumbai, India. 

Another outstanding activity that the Forum took part in is the People’s Conference on 
Challenging Infrastructure Finance where we hosted – panels and had a gender workshop 
which was attended by over 20 organizations. 

The Forum has also taken part in this year Asia Europe People’s Forum in Ghent, Belgium 
where the network actively endorsed the Global Charter on Social Protection. 

In addition, NGO Forum also attended the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Bangkok, Thailand and joined other organizations in 
putting pressure regarding the need to address climate change. 

The Forum also hosted the Decarbonizing ADB And AIIB In Asia in Bali, Indonesia 
where the primary goal of  the meeting was to ensure energy needs for all in line with 
meeting the Paris Agreement. 

The year closed with the Paper presentation on Private Capital and FI's Energy Study 
Concept, a research conducted by Greenovation Hub supported by the Forum. 

To this end, the NGO Forum on ADB has to remain vigilant on both project and policy 
fronts at both Banks. Our mandate to supporting the protection of  the planet’s ecosystems 
and fighting for the rights of  the underprivileged remain strong, as we look forward to 
implementing our strategies, campaigns and ideas for a better and just world. 

Mr. Rayyan Hassan  
Executive Director  
NGO Forum on ADB  
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