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MISSION
~ To stimulate public awareness and action as well as develop

closer working ties with Peoples’ Organizations (POs), Non-
Governmental

~ Organizations (NGOs) and other public interest groups on issues
related to the Asian Development Bank

~ To develop a cohesive framework and overall strategy in
coordination with partner NGOs, Community-Based Organizations
(CBOs) and Peoples Organizations (POs) for the campaign on
the ADB

~ To sharpen the public debate on and understanding of the
Bank’s growth-oriented development paradigm and top-down
development strategies

~ To influence the Bank to adopt poverty reduction-focused and
grassroots-based policies for sustainable development

~ To critique the development models adopted by the Bank
~ To assist and build capacities of CSOs and movements (including

local communities) through Forum networks to fight for equitable
social and environmental justice, democratic governance, and
safeguards in Bank’s projects

VISION
~ Democratic governance and equitable social, gender and

environmental justice enjoyed/flourishing through Asia and the
Pacific region

~ Enhance the capacities of Civil Society Organizations and
movements in the Asia Pacific to amplify their struggles against
ADB policies, projects, and programs that threaten people’s lives,
the environment, and their communities

INSIDE
Message from the International Convenor 5

Asian Development Bank (ADB) 6

Project Monitoring 8

ADB Annual Meeting 13

Asia Clean Energy Forum (ACEF) 16

Other ADB Related Activities 17

ADB’s Coal Exit 20

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 26

Project Monitoring 28

AIIB Annual Meeting 30

Other AIIB-related activities 31

Forum Annual Meeting 33

Forum Turns 30! 35

Updates from the Members & Allies 36

Other Activities 44

Publications 48

Finance Report 52

Thank you to our Partners 77

Post-Script 78



5

A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 2
02

1

A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 2
02

1

4

MESSAGE FROM THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENER
Dear Forum Network Members,

It was a victorious year for us.

May 7, 2021, the ADB released its draft Energy Policy. Civil society and 
community groups who had tirelessly demanded the ADB end its financing for 
coal were able to claim an initial victory. 

This signaled a significant shift in ADB policy and practice, but we 
should continue; we should still demand that the Bank close off all loopholes, 
including financial intermediary lending, support to carbon-intensive utilities, 
and captive power projects in industrial processes.

We demonstrated our collective strength when ADB recognized and included 
our demands and comments regarding meaningful consultation and 
accessibility in their Stakeholder Engagement Plan.

We also made it clear to the ADB and AIIB that we do not meet things halfway 
by walking out, boycotting, and not participating in processes and activities that 
are tokenistic and perfunctory.

As we navigate these difficult times, we must strengthen our commitment 
to grassroots organizations, impacted communities, and one another.

We will continue to operate through the lens of introspection, intentionality, 
and allyship.

Looking ahead, we have some difficult but necessary work to demonstrate 
our commitment to the network principles. With each other's vision and 
support, we look forward to a year of grit and determination to hold the 
ADB and AIIB accountable.
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PROJECT MONITORING Kolkata Environmental Improvement Investment Project
(KEIIP) - India

Tanahu Hydropower Project - Nepal

Indigenous Women’s 
Legal Awareness Group 
(INWOLAG) participated 
in the dispute resolution 
process of the ADB as 
the Tanahu Hydropower-
affected indigenous 
community filed a complaint 
to the ADB Office of the 
Special Project Facilitator 
(OSPF) and at the complaint 
mechanism of the European 
Investment Bank (EIB). 

The complaint was filed 
based on the absence of 
meaningful consultation 
(Free Prior Informed 
Consent), the discrepancy 

in compensation, resurvey 
of affected areas, and 
the implementation of 
the Safeguard Policy and 
Resettlement of Indigenous 
Peoples Plan (RIPP). 

In 2021, ADB appointed 
the specialist for the socio-
cultural-economic survey 
(SCES) and an expert 
on land valuation study. 
They visited the affected 
area, interacted with the 
community, and submitted 
reports. The SCES expert 
was from Nepal, so she 
shared her report with the 
community and included 

the feedback in the final 
report. However, the Land 
Surveyor, who was not from 
Nepal, only visited the area 
once and did not share his 
report and feedback with the 
community. As a result, the 
input from the community 
was not included in the land 
survey report. 

Lastly, several virtual 
meetings and email 
exchanges were made with 
the ADB advisors and OSPF 
team.

The Kolkata Environmental 
Improvement Investment 
Project (KEIIP) aims to 
integrate various urban 
sub-sectors to improve the 
overall urban environment 
and quality of life for Kolkata 
residents by improving the 
quality and sustainability 
of the city’s water supply 
and sewerage operations, 
however, more than 300 

small shopkeepers are being 
displaced due to the pending 
construction to make way for 
the sewerage and drainage 
line along the Mahatma 
Gandhi Road.

Meaningful consultations 
and information sharing 
before construction works 
started have not been 
conducted, and the vendors 

have been left entirely in the 
dark about what will happen 
next.  In addition, the 
Entitlement Matrix was not 
explained nor shared with the 
affected people. In addition, 
rightful compensation due 
to impacted street vendors 
has already been delayed, 
leaving people waiting in 
perpetual uncertainty. 

Bengaluru Metro Rail Project- India
In 2021, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Karnataka 
imposed weekend curfew 
and night curfew, which later 
led to a “stricter lockdown” 
to a “complete lockdown” as 
cases surged in the state. 
Still, a notice was released 
by the Deputy Conservator 
of Forests (DCF), Bruhat 
Bengaluru Mahanagara 
Palike (BBMP), inviting 
objections to removing trees 
in the Bangalore Metro Rail 
Project, Phase 2A, Package 
2. The notification provided
ten days for the public to

send their comments and 
objections to this removal of 
1026 trees.  

Growthwatch wrote a 
citizen’s appeal to the ADB, 
which called the Bank’s 
attention regarding the 
worrying pattern of splitting 
of the Metro airport line 
project and the release of its 
impact on the environment in 
“packages” and further sub-
packages. For example, the 
National Highways Authority 
of India vs. Pandarinathan 
Govindarajulu and Another 

(Civil Appeal 4035-4037 
of 2020), the Supreme 
Court observed that 
splitting of projects was not 
permissible; if the project 
proponent is permitted 
to divide tasks, then 
administrative exigencies 
and speedy completion 
will be grounds taken for 
justifying and segmentation 
of every project. 

Also, in the letter, 
Growthwatch stated that 
citizens are pretty unhappy 
about the imminent loss of 

Part of the Bengaluru Metro Rail projectMr. Sandip Kumar Deb visit during the Land Valuation Study 

Dr. Shyamu filling questionnaire for Social
Cultural Economic Survey 

Dr Shyamu filling questionnaire for Social 
Cultural Economic Survey
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Wind Power Generation Project - Sri Lanka
The Center for 
Environmental Justice (CEJ) 
raised concerns about ADB’s 
Wind Power Generation 
Project, a US$ 200 million 
project which aims to 
provide increased access to 
a clean and reliable power 
supply by 2025.Thirty-
nine wind turbines will be 
erected in Mannar District 
area, Northern Province 
of Sri Lanka, and based 
on ADB’s assessment the 
project is Category A for 
the Environment and B for 
involuntary resettlement.

Issues about the bird 
migration were highlighted, 
local biodiversity experts 
suggest that birds’ return 
flight of mass migration 
is usually between March 
– April. This period has
not been covered in this
assessment. Therefore,
local bird experts, including
the Ceylon Bird Club,
are concerned about the
accuracy of findings in the
current report on bird mass
migration.

As a mitigation measure, the 
Bank proposed the option of 
initiating an emergency shut 

down during  bird migration 
seasons, but as this may 
result in lowered generation 
rates during these times, it 
could also put into question 
the project’s economic 
viability.

As a recommendation, an 
independent evaluation 
should be conducted on 
the cumulative impacts and 
specifically the negative 
impacts on the bird 

migration, given that there 
are future developments 
planned to expand this 
facility from 100MW to 300 
MW (200 MW addition) in this 
susceptible location.  Also, 
the ADB should conduct 
further studies on the cost-
effectiveness of the turbine 
shut down option (including 
the cost of biodiversity loss), 
which might be the only 
option if the expansion goes 
ahead as planned.

Location of the Mannar Wind Power Project. 
Photo from Development News  Sri Lanka

Water Resources Development Investment Program -Tranches 
1 and 2: Upper Elahera Canal - Sri Lanka
The Water Resources 
Development Investment 
Program – Tranches 1 and 
2: Upper Elahera Canal 
(Project Numbers 47381-
001, 47381-002, 47381-005) 
in Sri Lanka has destroyed 
local ecosystems and 
violated ADB safeguards, 
including constructing a 
1.7 km access road inside 
the Beligama forest, part of 
the Knuckles Conservation 
Forest.

In addition, there is 
misgovernance on the 
side of the ADB and the 
Sinohydro Corporation Ltd 
(the contractor of the project) 
not following the conditions 
set during project approval 
to protect the environment, 

as well as the violation 
of the Fauna and Flora 
Protection ordinance Forest 
Ordinance No. 16 of 1907 
(amended) and the National 
Environmental Act No. 47 of 
1980 (amended).

The dumping of debris and 
soil has also led to ecological 
damage along the riverside, 
especially given the the 
expanded construction of an 
extra 1 km of road across 
a non-approved stretch of 
land.

CEJ has made clear that the 
ADB must ensure the project 
follows environmental 
and social safeguards in 
line with the safeguard 
policy statement 2009 

and proactively address 
violations by taking action to 
stop the ongoing problems.  
Also, there is a need to 
resolve the conflict of 
interest issue in the project 
implementation, which has 
led to the corruption of the 
governing procedure and 
ensure proper governance.  
Lastly, the ADB and the 
contractor must conduct 
monitoring visits, clearly 
identify and address 
safeguard and other policy 
violations in the project, 
and take action to ensure 
that there are not further  
violations that could in the 
future trigger complaints 
to be filed under the 
Accountability Mechanism.

Excavation being done for the Upper Elahera Canal. 
Photo from Development News  Sri Lanka

biodiversity for the Metro 
airport line, and almost a 
thousand of them have 
submitted their objections 
to the proposed felling via 
emails to DCF, BBMP. 

There is also the need for 
due process for meaningful 
consultation and for all 
information to be made 

available in a single 
instance so that the citizens 
can assess the total impact 
of the project for sincere 
engagement and material 
objections to be raised 
for any possible course 
correction. Until then, there 
must be no threat of, nor 
any procedure pursued that 
may further any tree felling 

for the Bangalore Metro Rail 
Project. 

Lastly, a digital campaign 
https://bit.ly/3xZFnIH was 
created and has gathered 
2500+ signatures from 
concerned residents and 
citizens regarding the 
destructive impact of the 
project.
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Ger Area Development Investment Program (GADIP) and 
Affordable Housing Urban Renewal Project  - Mongolia
The Ger Area Development 
Investment Program (Project 
number 47005) (3 tranches) 
and Affordable Housing Urban 
Renewal Project (49169-
002) have caused harm
to communities and led to
exacerbating contamination
of the air, land and water.
Specifically, the project
financed coal-fired heating
plants in Ulaanbaatar, and
the Ger Districts, producing
the most dangerous PM10
air quality.

There are also continued 
impacts from inadequate 
support provided to those 
who were forced to move and 
who suffered from economic 

displacement due to the 
project development. The initial 
complaints filed by households 
that had to move or lost land in 
order to make way for GADIP’s 
Selbe and Bayankhoshuu 
sub-center development were 
followed by more grievances 
filed by affected people joining 
in the same areas.  In addition, 
more people affected by land 
acquisition in the Dambadarjaa 
sub-center and those affected 
by the road construction work 
in Selbe sub-center filed 
complaints.

A lack of change in the ADB 
project management practices 
in information disclosure  and 
consultation. The Project 

Implementation Unit (PIU) 
created a closed Facebook 
page where they share Selbe 
sub-center information. It has 
only 87 members with access 
to it while there are over 180 
complainants affected by 
GADIP alone; you can find it 
here.

A formal complaint to the ADB 
Accountability Mechanism 
through the Special Project 
Facilitator for problem-
solving was filed by impacted 
communities and OTWatch 
Mongoliia.

ADB ANNUAL MEETING
For 2021, Forum managed to have two 
panels for the ADB Annual Meeting, first 
was the “Civil Society Reflections on 
ADB’s COVID-19 Operations”, which 
raised concerns about the accountability 
and transparency of the ADB COVID-19 
Active Response and Expenditure Support 
Program (CARES). Panelists include 
Nadeen Madkour (NGO Forum on ADB), 
Vidya Dinker (Growthwatch), Zakir Hossain 
Khan (Change Initiatives), Rene Ofroneo 
(Freedom from Debt Coalition) and ADB 
Managing Director General Woochong Um.  

The panel also discussed ADB’s ongoing 
pandemic response, particularly in 
Bangladesh, India, and the Philippines. The 
CSO panelists pointed out that the pandemic 
exposed the weak capacities of public 
health systems, profiteering by the private 
sector, and low public health expenditures 
in many Asian countries. The panel also 
sought more information and transparency 
on the bank’s COVID-19 response. The 
CSO panelists emphasized the severe local 
health challenges the pandemic has caused, 
particularly in poor communities, and called 
for a new SDG-aligned social contract to 
protect the vulnerable and marginalized.

The second panel, “Reviewing ADB’s 
Energy Policy to Meet Paris Goal of 1.5 
Degrees Celsius,” highlighted the calls for a 
“fossil-free ADB and fossil-free Asia and the 
Pacific.” The session, moderated by Sophie 
Richmond and attended by 531 participants, 
focused on ADB’s Energy Policy review. 

Forum urged the ADB to recalibrate their 
Energy Policy in order to focus on financing 
sustainable and renewable energy, and 
prioritize energy access to all. The panelists 
cited studies that report about ADB’s 
considerable carbon footprint in the region. 
The panel also called for ADB to end fossil 
fuel finance, promote just transition to 
renewable, non--carbon intensive energy 

options, support decentralized microgrids 
and zero-waste solutions, and more broadly 
support a fossil-free future across the region.

Panelists for this session included Avril 
De Torres (Center for Energy, Ecology, 
and Development, Philippines), Jorge 
Emmanuel (Silliman University, Philippines), 
Hasan Mehedi (Coastal Livelihood and 
Environmental Action Network, Bangladesh), 
Titi Soentoro (Aksi! for Gender, Social 
and Ecological Justice, Indonesia), Glenn 
Ymata (NGO Forum on ADB, Indonesia) 
and ADB Executive Director for Austria, 
Germany, Luxembourg, Turkey, and the 
United Kingdom, Roger Fischer.

Aerial View of Ulanbatar, location of the GADIP.

Panel on Civil 
Society Reflections 
on ADB’s COVID-19 
Operations

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2791999300925301/ 
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Forum also participated in the “Meeting 
Between Civil Society Organizations and 
ADB Management” where Hemantha 
Withanage and Rayyan Hassan shared 
their views on the ongoing ADB’s Energy 
Policy and Safeguard Policy Statement 
reviews, calling on ADB to demonstrate 
climate leadership by withdrawing from 
coal financing and to align with the Paris 

Agreement.

In addition, the Forum Network convened 
an online protest, which was coordinated 
by Bangladesh Working Group on External 
Debt together with Growthwatch (India), 
and attended by 16 organizations as well as 
viewed by 387 individuals worldwide.

Forum also brought their calls directly to 
ADB Headquarters, wearing face masks 
and personal protective equipment.  Despite 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the membership 
and impacted communities bravely stood 
together to demand the ADB go Fossil Free!

Panel on Reviewing ADB’s Energy Policy to Meet Paris Goal of 1.5 Degrees Celsius

NGO Forum on ADB at the Meeting Between Civil Society Organizations and ADB 
Management.

Power for People Coalition (P4P) in front of the ADB Headquarters, Manila, Philippines

Atty. Aaron Pedrosa discussed the demands of the Forum network in front of the ADB 
Headquarters during the ADB Annual Meeting
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ASIA CLEAN ENERGY 
FORUM (ACEF)

For 2021, NGO Forum and its allies decided 
not to engage with the ADB Asia Clean 
Energy Forum (ACEF). 

The network sees that the Bank’s energy 
consultation is not transparent, inclusive, 
nor is there meaningful opportunity for a 
consultation. 

In addition, the network emphasized critical 
concerns about the lack of consultation 
opportunities for CSOs during the energy 
policy review and the limited engagement 
the ADB has arranged during ACEF.

A letter was sent to the ADB management, 
executive directors, alternate executive 
directors, and key offices signed by over 30 
organizations worldwide.

A virtual parallel event was organized by the 
network “ADB Energy Policy: Reflections 
from Civil Society”, which discussed why 
the Forum network declined to engage the 
Asian Development Bank Energy Review 
Consultation slated at the Asia Clean Energy 
Forum.

Over 578 individuals around the world 
viewed the event.

OTHER ADB RELATED 
ACTIVITIES
Launch of Fossil Free ADB 
Coalition
The ADB’s continued support for the 
expansion of gas, oil, and coal facilities 
undermines its stated mission to eradicate 
poverty, fuels the climate emergency and 
harms communities as well as ecosystems. 
For this reason, Fossil Free ADB was 
formed. 

Fossil Free ADB aims to demand the ADB 
commit to a climate-safe and equitable future. 
This means rapidly scaling up investments 
for renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
community microgrids to maximize energy 
access, and just transition for workers 

and communities dependent on fossil fuel 
production. 

The coalition also calls upon the ADB to 
become a true climate bank, aligning all 
financing and activities with science based 
requirements to limit global heating to 1.5°C, 
and ensuring meaningful consultation with 
impacted communities. The coalition takes 
a clear stnd that financing via private sector 
and financial intermediary modalities should 
also meet this bar, and not undermine global 
climate ambition. 

Fossil Free ADB was launched virtually last 
26 February 2021 with over 590 live viewers 
worldwide.

The panel at the virtual parallel event was organized by the network “ADB Energy Policy: 
Reflections from Civil Society”

Landing page of the Fossil Free ADB website
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Fossil Free ADB Press 
Conference
A press conference was aired live via 
Facebook regarding the Fossil Free ADB 
Campaign.  During the press conference, 
the following topics were discussed:
• Why the ADB Energy Policy review must

address accountability for impacts of
ADB-financed coal projects and the debt
burden created by ADB lending

• Why ADB must stop financing oil and gas
• EU/US perspective on ending fossil

fuel finance and the pathbreaking

commitments the ADB must build on
• How the ADB’s financing is fueling

the climate emergency and harming
communities and ecosystems

• Leaving behind the ADB’s dirty and
unjust energy legacy, highlighting the
context of the Philippines

• Global civil society demands a fossil-free
and socio-environmentally responsible
new ADB energy policy

The press conference was viewed live by 
990 individuals around the world.

Asia Campaign Conference on 
ADB and Energy
Forum on ADB convened the “Asia 
Campaign Conference on ADB and Energy 
Conference,” which opened up a platform for 
the membership, impacted communities, and 
other allies to share their country positions 
as well as their current campaigns on energy 

in the context of ADB financing across the 
region. The activity was undertaken in 
the lead-up to the ADB Annual Governors 
Meeting in May 2021 and the Asia Clean 
Energy Forum in June 2021.

Over 40 organizations attended the event 
via zoom.

Launch of Fight for 1.5! 
Campaign
The network, impacted communities, and 
allies launched the Fight for 1.5 Campaign, 
which aimed to raise the pressure on the 
ADB to have a forward-looking energy policy 
that focuses on renewable energy options 
and veers clearly away from false energy 
and climate solutions (e.g. large hydropower 
dams, waste to energy incinerators, 
geothermal drilling, carbon capture and 
storage, and fossil gas-related fuels such as 
blue hydrogen). 

Launch of the Climate Crisis 
Alert
The Climate Crisis Alarm is an alert system 
that monitors the ADB Board decisions 
so that every time a fossil gas project is 
approved, the CLIMATE CRISIS ALERT 
goes off in all Forum network’s social media 
platforms and listservs.

The climate crisis alert contains project 
information and possible harm the project 
might cause. 

Promo poster of the virtual press conference of the Fossil Free ADB Campaign
First Climate Crisis Alert released by the Forum
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ADB’s Coal Exit
On May 7th, the ADB released its draft Energy Policy. Civil society and community groups who 
had tirelessly demanded the ADB end it’s financing for coal were able to claim an initial victory. 
The ADB committed in the draft language to avoid financing coal mining, oil, and natural gas 
field exploration, drilling, or extraction activities and to no longer finance any new coal-fired 
capacity for power and heat generation or any facilities associated with new coal generation.

Although this signalled a significant shift in ADB policy and practice, the Forum Network still 
urged the Bank to close off all loopholes, including in relation to financial intermediary lending, 
support to carbon intensive utilities and captive power projects in industrial processes.
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Critique of the ADB’s 2021 
Energy Policy Working Paper
Forum sent the ADB its “Critique of the 
ADB’s 2021 Energy Policy Working Paper” 
to elaborate on how it contradicts and 
undermines firm positions taken by the 
Bank’s shareholder governments (e.g., the 
UK, US, and Germany, among others) as 
well as other MDBs on questions related to - 
• sustainable energy and climate 
• refraining from dispersing funds for 

coal (inclusive of intermediary financial 
modalities)

• trade in oil
• new gas infrastructure
• nuclear energy, and 
• incineration of waste to meet the world’s 

heating, cooling, and power needs.

The paper was endorsed by 78 organizations 
worldwide.

ADB No More False Solution 
Press Conference
Before the release of the ADB new 2021 
Energy Policy, Forum held a press conference 
to reiterate and reassert the demands of 
CSOs and impacted communities for the 
ADB to recalibrate the draft energy policy, 
warning that otherwise it risked undermining 
global climate ambition to keep global 
heating to below 1.5C and  and options for 
meaningful, inclusive just energy transitions 
in the region.

The press conference was viewed live by 
584 individuals around the world.

Panelists include the Center for Energy, 
Ecology, and Development, Coastal 
Livelihood and Environmental Action 
Network (CLEAN), Recourse, Urgewald, 
Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, 
International Rivers, and Biomass Working 
Group.

CSOs Across the Asian Region 
Challenge the ADB on the New 
2021 Energy Policy
A week before the release of the ADB 
proposed Energy Policy, the network held 
a press conference with representatives 
from CSOs working with and alongside 
communities directly affected by the ADB’s 
projects.

The press conference discussed why the 
new Energy Policy fails to offer forward-
looking energy solutions grounded in climate 
science and the lived realities of the people 
across the Asian region. 

The press conference also provided first-
hand testimony from CSOs and impacted 
communities about why the ADB cannot 
claim to be a climate bank for Asia and the 
Pacific – in policy and practice. Unless the 
Bank stops promoting fossil gas and oil 
infrastructure, ends its exposure to coal, 
withdraws financing from mega-dams and 
incinerator projects, and stays away from 
unproven technologies like carbon capture 
and storage, the ADB is not a climate bank.

Panelists include the Center for Energy, 
Ecology, and Development, Coastal 
Livelihood and Environmental Action 
Network (CLEAN), Asian Peoples’ Movement 
on Debt and Development (APMDD), Center 
for Environmental Justice, Aksi! - for Gender 

Social and Ecological Justice, Youth Group 
on Protection of Environment, Mekong 
Watch, Global Alliance for Incinerator 
Alternatives, and Growthwatch.

ADB’s Energy Transition 
Mechanism
In the lead up to COP26, Forum called on 
the ADB to delay plans to seek “finance 
and other commitments” for their proposed  
market-oriented coal retirement scheme, 
Energy Transition Mechanism. A statement 
was issued explaining that the ADB, as a 
Bank which has and continues to bankroll 
coal power projects, wreaking harm on 
communities, the environment and the 
climate, should take a role in consigning coal 
to history. But it must take this challenge 
head-on, in line with all international 
human rights conventions and agreements, 
and in a manner that is transparent, 
genuinely transformative, aligned to climate 
imperatives, prioritizing a swift end to coal, 
along with supporting communities to 
access clean, affordable, and sustainable 
decentralized energy options.

The statement was signed by over 65 
organizations worldwide.

Fight for People’s Safeguards
The network launched its “Fight for People’s 
Safeguards: Stories from the Ground.” 

Promo poster for the ADB No More False Solution Press Conference.
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The activity aims to educate the public about 
the safeguards violations committed by 
ADB-funded projects and to bear witness to 
and take action against these violations.

Organizations and impacted communities 
are invited to share their stories and 
experiences with a broader audience. Forum 
provided the online platform, helped with 
the promotion, and secured audiences from 
different parts of the world.

The activity was undertaken in the context 
of the upcoming ADB Safeguards Policy 
review, and intended to let the Bank know 
that safeguards are not a formality or a box 
that needs to be ticked; they are an essential 
part of any project and should also be given 
top priority.

People’s Tracker
Since June 2021, the Forum network has 
been tracking the COVID-19 recovery loans 
being disbursed by the ADB and Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and 
documenting it through the People’s Tracker.

People’s Tracker is an online bulletin system 
and knowledge-sharing Facebook page 
and microsite dedicated to monitoring ADB 
and AIIB COVID-19 recovery loans and 
disbursements from the perspective of Green 
and Just Recovery. 

Stakeholders can use the information on 
the page and site for analysis and review. It 
contains new articles, infographics, explainer 
videos, animation, and visual analytics 
that you can use on your campaigns and 
advocacies.

Landing page of the ‘Peoples Tracker’ microsite
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Comments on Strategy 2030

ASIAN 
INFRASTRUCTURE
INVESTMENT
BANK2



29

A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 2
02

1

A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 2
02

1

28

PROJECT MONITORING
Bhola Integrated Power Plant (Bhola IPP)
Bhola is the only island district of Bangladesh 
under Barishal in Bangladesh. Mumbai-
based Shapoorji Pallonji Infrastructure 
Capital Company Private Limited (SP Infra), 
a subsidiary of Shapoorji Pallonji Group 
constructed a 220/225 MW Gas and Diesel 
based power plant through its new company 
Nutan Bidyut Bangladesh Limited (NBBL) at 
Kutba village under Burhanuddin Upazila in 
Bhola.

NBBL has received USD 60.00 million 
from Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
(AIIB) and another USD 60.00 million from 
the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB). 
Bangladesh Working Group on External 
Debt (BWGED) and CLEAN (Coastal 
Livelihood and Environmental Action 
Network) in collaboration with NGO Forum 
on ADB conducted studies on the socio-
environmental impacts of the power plant 
along with potential violation of national and 
international standards. 

In April 2022, CLEAN and NGO Forum 
on ADB filed 6 complaints regarding the 
destructive impacts of the Bangladesh Bhola 
IPP.

 Key concerns include the following –

1. Lack of Information Disclosure and
Meaningful Consultation - An overall lack
of timely information disclosure by both AIIB
and NBBL on project information.

Poor and misleading translation of key 
documents, especially the Environmental 
and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA), E&S 
Summary, Environmental Management Plan 
(EMP), and Grievance Redress Mechanism 
(GRM) have been classified by CLEAN. The 
translated documents are in some instances 
incomprehensible and do not make sense.

Lender has not provided any documentation 
or output from the consultation reports 
and has misrepresented accounts of 
consultations that could not be validated.

2. Coercion, Fraud, and Intimidation on
Land Acquisition - Coercion and intimidation
faced by local communities especially Hindu
from ‘middlemen’ appointed by NBBL to
forcibly acquire land at the lowest rates.

Hindu communities fearing retaliation in 

case they are identified as stakeholders 
raising concern.

No records of sale or transaction on first 
phase land acquisition by NBBL.

Land acquisition practice was in violation of 
the “Bangladesh Acquisition and Requisition 
of Immovable Property Ordinance, 1982 
and the amended ordinance of 2017”, which 
stipulates land owners be entitled to thrice 
the market price from private companies (in 
this case NBBL).

Ineffective and non-functional local grievance 
redress mechanisms (GRM).

3. Environmental Impact and Livelihood
Loss - Construction and Sand waste
deposited by NBBL has led to Mandartoli
Shakha Khal/River Channel river bed over
siltation. Further, the NBBL embanked its
northern part with sand sacks and has
taken over half of the canal. The sand from
the sacks has spilled out into the canal bed

causing siltation and the canal to gradually 
dry up. Now the canal is only 1-2 feet deep 
and has lost its water-carrying capacity.

Destruction of Betel Leaf farms: Due to 
Mandartoli Shakha Khal clogging, monsoon 
water overflows during high tide and directly 
floods the Dakshin Kutba village. Estimated 
400 Betel leaf farms have been destroyed; 
displacing over 2000 families dependent 
on agriculture. Over 100 households are 
approximated to be directly waterlogged 
and left completely disconnected from public 
services, communication, health care, and 
other necessary services.

Project site has taken over half of all grazing 
land in the area, leading to a direct impact on 
goat herders who are mainly women.

Labor Colony has discharged large amounts 
of effluent, sewage, and waste to surrounding 
villages, leading to uninhabitable living 
conditions.
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AIIB ANNUAL MEETING
Key issues regarding the AIIB 
Annual Meeting 2021 Letter
 A letter was sent to the AIIB from civil society 
groups and project-affected communities 
raising several key issues of concern in 
advance of the AIIB’s Annual General 
Meeting.
 
The letter raised questions about the format 
of the 2021 Annual Meeting as well as 
the timelines and corresponding process 
expected for revising the ESS, and urged 
AIIB management, safeguards operations 
team and project developers to respond 
appropriately and urgently to all inputs from 
CSOs and project-affected communities. It 
also called on the AIIB to commit to ending 
exposure to all coal-associated financial 
flows.
 
The letter was endorsed by over 50 
organizations worldwide.

AIIB’s Investments Today 
Undermine Our Tomorrow: 
Press Conference
Forum, together with its allies, held the 
“AIIB’s Investments Today Undermine Our 
Tomorrow: Press Conference’, which shone 

a critical spotlight on the Bank’s operations 
and Annual Meeting theme ‘Investing 
Today, Transforming Tomorrow.’ Specifically, 
CSOs collectively raised the question: 
transformation to what end, for whom, and 
in whose interests?
 
The press conference was timed to take 
place to coincide with the AIIB President’s 
scheduled media briefing during the 
Annual Meeting and the official launching 
of the program to share with the broader 
international press community a counter-
spin to the AIIB’s narrative surrounding the 
development of “Infrastructure for Tomorrow” 
(i4t).
 
Representatives from Coastal Livelihood 
and Environmental Action Network, 
Indian Social Action Forum/ Growthwatch, 
Freedom from Debt Coalition, Urgewald, 
Recourse, Center for Energy, Ecology, and 
Development, Asian Peoples’ Movement on 
Debt and Development; and NGO Forum 
on ADB  raised to the fore the realities and 
concerns of communities affected by AIIB’s 
investments.
 
The press conference was viewed live by 
440 individuals around the globe.

Joint Submission by NGO 
Forum on ADB & Urgewald on 
the AIIB Environmental and 
Social Framework
Forum, together with Urgewald, sent the 
AIIB a Joint Submission by NGO Forum on 
ADB & Urgewald on the AIIB Environmental 
and Social Framework.’
 
Specifically, the submission pointed out 
the material weaknesses in provisions of 
this ESF, urging the bank to exercise due 
diligence on community and environmental 
protection in implementing this framework 
and to hold clients accountable to the impacts 
on both environment and communities.
Over 40 organizations around the world 
endorsed the submission.

WHO CARES? A look at DFI 
lending for #COVID19 Webinar
NGO Forum on ADB, International 
Accountability Project, and Coalition for 
Human Rights in Development co-hosted a 
webinar entitled “WHO CARES? A look at 
DFI lending for #COVID19”.

The webinar discussed COVID-19 financing 
trends in the in Southeast and South Asia, 
including for example a case study on the 
situation in the Philippines. 

Panelists included representatives from 
Freedom from Debt Coalition (Philippines), 
Growthwatch/ Indian Social Action 
Forum (India), Coastal Livelihood and 
Environmental Action Network (Bangladesh), 
the International Accountability Project, and 
the University of Wollongong (Australia).

OTHER AIIB RELATED 
ACTIVITIES

Promo poster for the ‘WHO CARES? A look at DFI lending for #COVID19’ webinar
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The Forum Annual Meeting (FAM) 2021 was once again virtual.  

The 3-day FAM discussed the campaign work the network has done for the past year and 
the revisioning of the network’s strategy for 2021-2030.  There was also an assessment of 
the network’s virtual setup and operations during the pandemic.  A campaign and advocacy 
update from the membership was also conducted,  as well as news about upcoming activities 
and projects for the network.

In addition, there was also the research presentation from Urgewald regarding ‘ADB’s 
Resettlement Footprint in the Asia-Pacific Region.’ Equitable Cambodia also presented their 
paper on ‘Right to Relief: Indebted land communities speak out’ and the research conducted 
by Sabrina Gyorvary, the ‘Mekong Region Scoping Report’.

FORUM TURNS 30!
A virtual, meaningful get-together was conducted to celebrate Forum’s 30th anniversary.

Forum members, friends, and allies took the opportunity to share remarkable and memorable 
moments from the past. A short video documenting the history of the network was also 
produced for the occasion.

Forum gets a new IC Chair
Halfway to 2021, Forum International Convenor (IC) Hemantha Withanage was elected as the 
Chairperson of Friends of the Earth International. With so much work and responsibility on the 
horizon, Hemantha has decided to step down as IC. This is to ensure that the network will not 
be abrupt change by his performance.

In a matter of days, Forum has two new International Convenors, Hasan Mehedi from CLEAN 
(Coastal Livelihood and Environmental Action Network) and Dewy Puspa from Solidaritas 
Perempuan.

Screen grab of the 30 Years of Forum Network video
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UPDATES FROM 
THE MEMBERS 
& ALLIES4
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The  Coalition for Human Rights in 
Development (CHRD) had the ‘Unhealthy 
Silence’, an activity that mobilized around 
reprisals issues with both ADB and AIIB.

CHRD urged the ADB to include provisions 
on reprisals/ retaliation regarding the Miraziz’ 

(Uzbek Blogger) case.

Meeting with European EDs and AIIB 
staff owas also conducted focusing on 
the implementation of the newly adopted 
provision on retaliation in their safeguards. 

Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives  
(GAIA) for 2021 continuously monitor 
projects, lobbied and campaign on Waste-
to-energy (WTE) projects funded by AIIB and 
ADB.

In addition, GAIA also conducted trainings 
and educational sessions regarding WTE.

Japan Center for a Sustainable 
Environment and Society (JACSES) 
continued its ADB Energy Policy revision 
advocacy activities. Several meetings with 

Japan’s Ministry of Finance staff, who are in 
charge of ADB concerns, were conducted to 
make sure that the demands of the network 
regarding the ADB Energy Policy are heard.

Members from Azerbaijan continued 
monitoring the activities of ADB and 
other international financial institutions in 
Azerbaijan. In June, Azerbaijan signed 
new contracts on assistance to combat 
the consequences of COVID-19 with the 
Asian Development Bank and the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank. ADB, jointly 
with the World Bank, issued a report on climate 
change, indicating the threats to Azerbaijan. 
He also gave recommendations on the need 
to diversify the country’s economy. At the 
same time, negotiations continue between 
the government and ADB on future projects.

Members compiled and sent comments on 
the new energy policy of ADB, in which he 
touched upon design issues and attitudes 
towards projects in the renewable and 
alternative energy field.

ADB has come up with a proposal to increase 
electricity tariffs by at least 1%. In this regard, 
I began work and practically finished writing 

an article on the relationship between ADB 
and the national energy operator Azerishig 
OJSC. This article will be published before 
the end of this year.

Members also discussed the new version of 
the “Energy Policy” of the Asian Development 
Bank. The groups compiled a short article 
regarding their comments on the policy.
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There was also a series of zoom meetings 
about CAREC. Togrul Veliev spearheaded 
the discussion on “Financing Central Asia 
Regional Economic Cooperation Program  
(CAREC) in Azerbaijan.”

During the reporting period, the monitoring 
of financial institutions, particularly ADB, 
intensified. Members from Armenia 
continued to monitor the North-South road 
project and have done a situational analysis 
of energy projects and a general overview of 
transport programs in Armenia.

A monitoring group of financial institutions 
from NGOs and professional experts is 
being created. The first online meeting was 
held, discussing the most critical monitoring 
areas. The first meeting of the monitoring 
group will take place in September, where the 
directions for monitoring will be distributed. 
The Facebook group, “NGO forum on ADB in 
Armenia,” is still active, where new members 
are involved. The group reflects the work of 
the forum as a whole and acquaints the civil 
society of Armenia with the ADB programs. In 
general, the result aims to inform the public 
and draw attention to the ADB’s policies and 
programs.

Members from Armenia focused on the 
most critical energy and transport projects, 
corruption risks, and environmental issues.

NGO “Youth Group for Environmental 
Protection,” as a member of the international 
committee of the NGO “Forum on ADB,” was 
able to lay the foundations for the promotion 
and development of monitoring activities of 
IFI projects in the Republic of Tajikistan, 
which is necessary to ensure transparency 
and reduce the harmful impact of projects on 
the environment and on the livelihoods of the 
local population.

Based on the prepared review of IFI activities, 
consultant/partner Mamadov I.A. was actively 
involved in the interaction of the NGO “Forum 

on ADB,” supported and participated in the 
processes of the network, and provided 
information for representatives of NGOs and 
civil activists.

Although the work process is challenging 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and related 
restrictions, we have been able to carry out 
much work to establish monitoring of IFI 
projects to ensure the implementation of 
social protection policies, accountability, and 
transparency. Consultant/partner Mamadov 
I.A. actively participated in all meetings of 
the “NGO Forum on ADB,” which took place 
online. Also, during this period, several 
meetings were held at the regional level, 
where, together with representatives of other 
Central Asian and Caucasian countries, they 
discussed current IFI projects, jointly solved 
emerging difficulties, and shared experience 
and knowledge.

Also, to inform the population and 
consultations, meetings were held with 
the local people, representatives of public 
associations, students, and representatives of 
business structures. On the website and the 

official Facebook page of the NGO “YGPE,” 
current information is regularly published, 
and a livestream of ongoing online events is 
made, where interested persons can always 
ask questions and get detailed information.

As a result of the work done, a solid database 
has already been collected, and experience 
in monitoring has been accumulated, which 
must be disseminated to involve other partners 
(public associations and civil activists) in the 
process.

Members in Tajikistan deem it necessary to 
monitor projects with the highest degree of 
risk and meetings with persons and social 
groups affected by the project. There is also a 
need for consultations with residents affected 
by the projects, especially before and during 
the implementation of projects.

The members also understand the need to 
strengthen the interaction with the offices of 
IFIs in Tajikistan and Central Asia, as well as 
a more significant interaction with the NGO 
Forum on ADB secretariat and membership. 
There is also a need to start and maintain an 
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Members from Pakistan had a community meeting- ADB-funded project displaced people for 
the Thakot Havelian highway project. They are still waiting for compensation. They were given 
meager rates for their lands.

information campaign by creating dedicated 
social media pages - to ensure the effective 
monitoring and dissemination of information 
regarding social protection, accountability, 
and transparency policies.

PF “Nash Vek” conducted a study review of 
foreign aid to Kyrgyzstan. Data on external 
assistance to Kyrgyzstan was collected from 
1992 to 2020.

Coordination work was carried out with 
representatives of CSOs from Azerbaijan, 
Armenia, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan.
All developments in the survey research 
are available at the link:https://drive.google.
com/drive/folders/1Yt9iYHLqoYs6mx_a_
fyEd2Jl0KkH3_xp?usp=sharing. 

PF “Nash Vek” also conducted a mini-study 
on the Technical Assistance of the Asian 
Development Bank.

Members had a discussion of the draft 
“Energy Policy” of the Asian Development 
Bank with the following topics -
• Chinara Aytbayeva: “presentation of the”

ADB Energy Policy “project;
• Ikrom Mamadov: “Presentation of the

comments of the Forum NGO Network
on ADB”,

• Togrul Veliyev: “Suggestions and
Comments on Policy” (Azerbaijan),

• Silva Adamyan: “Suggestions and
Comments on the Policy” (Armenia).

There is also the Facebook page for the 
NGO Forum on ADB in Central Asia and 
the Caucasus > https://www.facebook.
com/НПО-Форум-по-АБР-в-Центральной-
Азии-и-Кавказе-106683515060974. 

Colleagues from Central Asia and the 
Caucasus can post information by country on 
this page themselves.

Meeting with Thako displaced 
people Discussion with displaced people
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OTHER
ACTIVITIES5
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An appeal to stop 
environmental destruction in 
Sri Lanka
Forum on ADB supported the Centre for 
Environmental Justice’s call highlighting the 
damage and loss of critical forest and wildlife 
habitats in Sri Lanka due to land grabbing 
and encroachment, specifically in the case 
of the Chena Cultivation and Agriculture 
Expansion. 

A Testimony of an Indonesia 
Woman Affected by a 
geothermal project 
Forum joined AKSI in promoting and 
disseminating their short video showing the 
realities of women living around Gunung 
Slamet - Central Java - Indonesia, who have 
been impacted by the development of the 
Baturraden geothermal project.

Letter to Mr. Elon Musk re: 
Decarbonization of Bitcoin 
trading and mining
NGO Forum sent a letter to Elon Musk FRS 
raising concerns about the unsustainable 
nature of Bitcoin mining and trading as well 
as Blockchain systems.

The letter was endorsed by over 40 
organizations worldwide.

International Women’s Day 
For International Women’s Day, Forum 
produced a web talk show, “LeadHERship: 
Conversations with Women and their 
Advocacies, “ which aired a week before 
IWD.  
 
The talk show featured women community 
spokespeople, discussing concerns 
related to safeguard policy provisions and 
implementation, Indigenous Peoples’ rights, 
climate justice, and human rights. Guests 
include Titi Soentoro from Aksi, Muatar 
Khaidarova from International Center for Not-
for-Profit Law (ICNL), Atty. Mai Taqueban of 
Legal Rights and Natural Resources Center, 
and Vidya Dinker from Indian Social Action 
Forum (INSAF)/Growthwatch. Each episode 
is 30 minutes long.

Statement and Press 
Conference on Workers Killing 
at Banshkhali Coal Power Plan
 Forum stood in solidarity with the Bangladesh 
Working Group on External Debt (BWGED) 
in condemning the killing of workers at the 
the Banshkhali coal-fired power plant in 
Chattogram (Chittagong), Bangladesh and 
the critical  injuries sustained by over 50 
other workers at the hands of state forces. 
The statement was endorsed by over 90 
organizations worldwide.

Do-It-Yourself Mobile 
Documentary Workshp
A workshop was hosted by the Forum that 
explores a hands-on do-it-yourself mobile 
documentary process that develops skills 
in conceptualizing, shooting, and editing 
mobile documentaries.

This was open to all Forum network 
members and was expected teach them 
basic interview techniques, techniques for 
visualizing and shooting mobile footages, 
and how to construct narratives and stories 
through the integration of sound and images 
using only their mobile phones.
 

A total of 22 participants joined the workshop 
and all them was able to produce their own 
short documentary about harmful projects of 
the ADB or AIIB.

Public Presentation:Making the 
“Green New Deal” Work for the 
Working People of Asia
The public presentation of the publication 
‘Making the “Green New Deal” Work for 
the Working People of Asia’, a publication 
by NGO Forum on ADB and Freedom from 
Debt Coalition was launched to the public 
via zoom.

The paper was written by: Dr. Rene E. 
Ofreneo, Professor Emeritus, University of 
the Philippines. The research looks at Asia 
reeling from a multiple of interrelated crises 
– Covid 19 pandemic, climate emergency, 
extreme inequality and economic recession. 

The launch was viewed live by 297 individuals 
around the world.

South Asia Dialogue Series: 
Mannar Wind Project Sri Lanka: 
A Story of Greening Renewables
Forum on ADB took part in the South Asia 
Dialogue Series featuring Mannar Wind 
Project Sri Lanka: A Story of Greening 
Renewables.
 
The project has been met with serious 
concerns raised by local and international 
groups due to adverse environmental 
impacts once the project is operational, 
including bird deaths, as it is located along 
a key bird migratory pathway from India to 
Sri Lanka.
 
The web series was viewed live by 910 
individuals worldwide.

Screen grab of the ‘Mannar Wind Project Sri Lanka: A Story of Greening Renewables’ dialogue

Promo poster of the public presentation of the research ‘Making the “Green New Deal” Work 
for the Working People of Asia’.
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PUBLICATIONS6
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Making the “Green New Deal” Work for 
the Working People of Asia’

Financing Fossil Fuels Failing our 
Future

Philippine Anti-COVID19 Fight:
Where is the caring for the people?

Country assessment report on COVID-19 
recovery loans provided by bilateral  and 

multilateral financial institution
in Bangladesh

Country assessment report on COVID-19 
recovery loans in India

Philippine Fossil Gas Landscape

Mekong Region Scoping Report
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BANKWATCH MARCH BANKWATCH JUNE

BANKWATCH SEPTEMBER BANKWATCH DECEMBER

FINANCE7
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POSTSCRIPT
Looking back to 2021, the world was deep in the pandemic crisis, and 
the Forum, like all networks, struggled with the harsh reality of the 
disease. Friends and family have suffered losses, and I will take this 
opportunity to pass my most profound condolences to the Forum 
family. Yet somehow, amid the turmoil and grief, the work of the Forum 
campaign still managed to move forward, shifting into the virtual space. 
We had engaged the ADB around the Energy Policy review and 
pushed the bank towards a phase-out from Coal which was an 
incredible effort by the network members and all the climate activist 
allies. A special mention must go to the International Committee 
and the Forum finance and admin team for their swift action to help 
the network transition from an analog to a virtual and digital campaign 
which was the back-end support that the program team and the 
energy campaigners needed to continue their advocacy. Thanks to 
all our funders and supporters during 2021 who continued to trust us and 
believed in the network's ability to adapt and tackle the pandemic 
challenges. On the AIIB front, the space for civil society engagement had 
further closed. The Forum members still used the space available in 
AIIB to raise key project concerns from South Asia and engaged the 
AIIB ESF review effectively. There were noticeable improvements in ESF 
language around FIs, Gender, and Land Acquisition which were 
significant wins and a result of sustained pressure from Forum and 
the AIIB working group. We remain vigilant and have grown in 
experience in being adaptive and resilient through 2021 as a network. 
My heartiest congratulations to all who remain active and put their hearts 
and energy into the Forum campaign; I remain with you in solidarity every 
step moving forward.
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85-A Masikap Extension, Diliman, Quezon City, Metro Manila
+632 8436-1858 | +632 8921-4412

www.forum-adb.org




